New Ways of Investigating the Olympic Games

Many teachers will use the currency of the 2004 Athens Olympic Games or Paralympic Games to plan learning sequences that enable students to inquire into significant ideas and issues and explore a range of different concepts.

Some of the major concepts from the Essential Learnings Framework that could be explored through the Games are identity, persistence, wellbeing, autonomy, relationships, justice, interdependence, inclusivity, systems, scientific and technological solutions and ethics.  Other issues which could be addressed through an inquiry into the Games are competition, sporting integrity, sporting role-models, the media, international cooperation, inequality, access, the distribution of wealth across nations, cultural identity and patriotism.
For example, teachers and students may choose to explore questions about the:

· ongoing relevance of the Olympic ideals in the 21st century
· economic value or otherwise of hosting the Olympic Games

· role of the Olympic Games in enhancing international goodwill and cooperation

· origins and history of the Olympic movement

· place of sport and/or sporting ideals in Australian society

· impact of Olympic role-models on young people
· politics of the Olympic structures and traditions

· role of the media in constructing global sporting events

· ethical use or otherwise of performance-enhancing substances

· construction of cultural and national identity/ies

· role of sponsorship, advertising, marketing and merchandising in the Games

· role of volunteers in the Games

Teachers may decide to work collaboratively to plan learning sequences using teaching for understanding principles.  The main features of these learning sequences are outlined in the new booklet Planning Learning Sequences and include:
· a generative topic, perhaps written as a guiding question.
· understanding goals that enable students to develop conceptual understanding
· powerful pedagogical tools and strategies to engage all students

· performances of understanding, including introductory, guided and culminating performances that enable students to demonstrate their learning in a range of ways
· ongoing assessment where the criteria for success are made explicit and students receive ongoing feedback about their learning
Students may negotiate to explore guiding questions such as:
· What is the value of the Olympic Games?

· In whose interests are the Olympic Games?

· What makes a good Olympic role-model?
· How important is winning Olympic gold medals?

· How ethical is the use performance-enhancing substances by Olympic athletes?

· What is the allure of the Olympic dream for younger people?

· How do the media construct our Olympic heroes?

· How relevant is the Olympic motto to the citizens of the world?
The Olympic Games and the Essential Learnings Curriculum Organisers
Investigating significant ideas and issues about the Olympic Games will allow significant connections to be made to the five Essential Learnings curriculum organisers:

· Thinking

· Communicating
· Personal futures

· Social responsibility

· World futures
Thinking

The Games provide many possibilities for students to identify and clarify issues and gather, organise, interpret and transform information.  Students may choose to negotiate collaborative inquiries into significant Olympic issues, particularly those which demand higher-order thinking skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation in order to solve problems, draw conclusions and make decisions related to real life situations and concerns.
Students can employ a range of reflective thinking capacities to explore contested issues about the Olympic movement, challenge assumptions commonly held about Olympic role-models and sporting ideals and explore ethical concerns such as competitive pressure, elitism and drug-taking, so often associated with the Games.
Communicating

The Games provide a myriad of possibilities for communicating in rich and complex forms.  Students can highlight new understandings about the Games in diverse ways: spoken presentations, various print forms, using number, different art forms and both ICT and multimodal texts.
It will be important for students to critically analyse the images and messages of the Games, particularly those presented by global communications media.  Teachers may choose to emphasise a multiliteracies approach by having students integrate linguistic, visual, audio, spatial and gestural modes of meaning when communicating their findings.
Personal futures

The Games is a topic through which students can engage in learning experiences designed to help them deal successfully with current and future change.  Issues such as identity, health and wellbeing and participation can be explored through Olympic sport, sporting integrity and sporting ideals.
Students may also investigate ethical issues of right and wrong actions, respect and responsibility to others, justice and injustice.  Can the Games lift human spirit?  Do the Games celebrate our humanity?  Students can explore these and other issues, thinking critically about a range of different perspectives to help them determine their own preferred futures.
Social responsibility

A study of the Games past and present enables students to investigate issues such as sporting achievement at the elite level, the changing faces of sporting endeavour, cultural similarity and difference, people and places and the role of the Olympics in promoting a global community.  Students could consider how the Games encourage active, democratic and responsible participation in local, national and world communities.
World futures

A study of the Games allows students multiple opportunities to investigate the constructed world, understand systems and evaluate scientific and technological innovation.  Students could explore how advances in sports science have nurtured the development of elite athletes, the innovative technologies and systems needed to conduct an event of such global magnitude and the communications infrastructure needed to bring the Games into the homes of billions of people.
Online Resources

There are many web sites devoted to the Olympic Games.  Of particular interest may be:

The official web site of the Olympic Movement: http://www.olympic.org/uk/index_uk.asp
The official web site of the 2004 Athens Olympic Games: http://www.athens2004.com/athens2004//
Document originally prepared to assist teachers in incorporating the Olympics within the Essential Learnings framework.
